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“…brightly reflect the glory of the Lord.” 
2 Corinthians 3:18 
(Highlights added) 

 
2 Corinthians 3:18 (TLB) 
“But we Christians have no veil over our faces; we can be mirrors that brightly reflect the glory of 
the Lord. And as the Spirit of the Lord works within us, we become more and more like him.”   
 
2 Corinthians 3:18 (AMP) 
“And all of us, as with unveiled face, [because we] continued to behold [in the Word of God] as in a 
mirror the glory of the Lord, are constantly being transfigured into His very own image in ever 
increasing splendor and from one degree of glory to another; [for this comes] from the Lord [Who is] the 
Spirit.”   
 
2 Corinthians 3:18 (KJV) 
“But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass #2734 the glory of the Lord, are changed into the 
same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.”   
 
Usage Notes:   English Words used in KJV: behold as a glass 1  [Total Count: 1]    middle from a 
compound of <G2596> (kata) and a derivative of <G3700> (optanomai) [compare <G2072> 
(esoptron)]; to mirror oneself, i.e. to see reflected (figurative) :- behold as in a glass. 
 
Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary. 
 
Greek definition for #2734: 
κατοπτριζω <G2734>: (κατοπτρον a mirror), �to show in a mirror, to make to reflect, to 
mirror�: κατοπτριζων ὁἡλιοςτην ιριν, Plutarch, mor., p. 894 f. (i.e. de plac. philos. 3, 5, 11). Middle 
present κατοπτριζοµαι; �to look at oneself in a mirror� (Artemidorus Daldianus, oneir. 2, 7; Athen. 
15, p. 687 c.; Diogenes Laërtius 2, 33; (7, 17)); �to behold for oneself as in a mirror� (Winer's 
Grammar, 254 (238); Buttmann, 193f (167)): την δοξαν του κυριου, the glory of Christ (which we 
behold in the gospel as in a mirror from which it is reflected), 2 Corinthians 3:18. Plainly so in 
Philo, alleg. leg. iii., sec. 33 µηδε κατοπτρισαιµην εν αλλω τινι 
 
Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament. 
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2 Corinthians 3:18 (MOFF) 
“But we all mirror the glory of the Lord with face unveiled, and so we are being transformed into the 
same likeness as himself, passing from one glory to another—for this comes of the Lord the Spirit.”   
 
2 Corinthians 3:18 (NASB77) 
“But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed 
into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.”   
 
2 Corinthians 3:18 (NIV) 
“And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness 
with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”   
 
2 Corinthians 3:18 (NIV2011) 
“And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his 
image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”   
 
2 Corinthians 3:18 (NKJV) 
“But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed 
into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.”   
 
2 Corinthians 3:18 (NLT) 
“So all of us who have had that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord. And the 
Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and more like him as we are changed into his glorious image.”   
 
2 Corinthians 3:18 (NRSV) 
“And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are 
being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the 
Lord, the Spirit.”   
 
2 Corinthians 3:18 (Phillips NT) 
“But all of us who are Christians have no veils on our faces, but reflect like mirrors the glory of the 
Lord. We are transfigured by the Spirit of the Lord in ever-increasing splendour into his own image.”   
 
2 Corinthians 3:18 (WEY) 
“And all of us, with unveiled faces, reflecting like bright mirrors the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same likeness, from one degree of radiant holiness to another, even as derived from 
the Lord the Spirit.”  
 
2 Corinthians 3:18 (YLT) 
“and we all, with unvailed face, the glory of the Lord beholding in a mirror, to the same image are 
being transformed, from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.”   
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Commentaries 
 
2 Corinthians 3:18 

Verse 18. But we all. All Christians. The discussion in the chapter has related Mainly to the apostles'; 
but this declaration seems evidently to refer to all Christians, as distinguished from the Jews.  

With open face. 1 Corinthians 13:12. Tindal renders this, "And now the Lord's glory appeareth in us 
all as in a glass. The sense is, "with unvailed face," alluding to the fact 2 Corinthians 3:13 that the face 
of Moses was vailed, so that the Children of Israel could not steadfastly look on it. In contradistinction 
from that, Paul says that Christians are enabled to look upon the glory of the Lord in the gospel without 
a vail-without any obscure, intervening medium.  

 
Beholding as in a glass. On the word glass, and the sense in which it is used in the New Testament, 1 

Corinthians 13:12. The word here used (κατοπτριζοµενοι) has been very variously rendered. Macknight 
renders it, "We all reflecting as mirrors the glory of the Lord." Doddridge, "Beholding as by a glass." 
Locke, "With open countenances as mirrors, reflecting the glory of the Lord." The word êatïptñéæù 
occurs nowhere else in the New Testament. It properly means, to look in a mirror; to behold as in a 
mirror. The mirrors of the ancients were made of burnished metal, and they reflected images with great 
brilliancy and distinctness. And the meaning is, that the gospel reflected the glory of the Lord; it 
was, so to speak, the mirror-the polished, burnished substance in which the glory of the Lord 
shone, and where that glory was irradiated and reflected so that it might be seen by Christians. 
There was no vail over it; no obscurity; nothing to break its dazzling splendour, or to prevent its meeting 
the eye. Christians, by looking on the gospel, could see the glorious perfections and plans of God, 
as bright, and clear, and brilliant as they could see a light reflected from the burnished surface of 
the mirror. So to speak, the glorious perfections of God shone from heaven, beamed upon the 
gospel, and were thence reflected to the eye and the heart of the Christian, and had the effect of 
transforming them into the same image. This passage is one of great beauty, and is designed to set 
forth the gospel as being the reflection of the infinite glories of God to the minds and hearts of 
men.  
 

The glory of the Lord. The splendour, majesty, and holiness of God as manifested in the gospel, or of 
the Lord as incarnate. The idea is, that God was clearly and distinctly seen in the gospel. There was no 
obscurity, no vail, as in the case of Moses. In the gospel they were permitted to look on the full 
splendour of the Divine perfections-the justice, goodness, mercy, and benevolence of God-to see him as 
he is with undimmed and unvailed glory. The idea is, that the perfections of God shine forth with 
splendour and beauty in the gospel, and that we are permitted to look on them clearly and openly.  
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Are changed into the same image. It is possible that there may be an allusion here to the effect which 
was produced by looking into an ancient mirror. Such mirrors were made of burnished metal, and the 
reflection from them would be intense.  

 
If a strong light were thrown on them, the rays would be cast by reflection on the face of him 

who looked on the mirror, and it would be strongly illuminated.  
 

And the idea may be, that the glory of God, the splendour of the Divine perfections, was thrown on 
the gospel, so to speak, like a bright light on a polished mirror; and that that glory was reflected from 
the gospel on him who contemplated it, so that he appeared to be transformed into the same 
image. Locke renders it, "We are changed into his very image by a continued succession of glory, as it 
were, streaming upon us from the Lord." The figure is one of great beauty; and the idea is, that by 
placing ourselves within the light of the gospel-by contemplating the glory that shines there-we become 
changed into the likeness of the same glory, and conformed to that which shines there with so much 
splendour.  

 
By contemplating the resplendent face of the blessed Redeemer, we are changed into something of 

the same image. It is a law of our nature that we are moulded, in our moral feelings, by the persons with 
whom we associate, and by the objects which we contemplate. We become insensibly assimilated to 
those with whom we have intercourse, and to the objects with which we are familiar. We imbibe the 
opinions, we copy the habits, we imitate the manners, we fall into the customs of those with whom we 
have daily conversation, and whom we make our companions and friends. Their sentiments insensibly 
become our sentiments, and their ways our ways. It is thus with the books with which we are familiar.  

 
We are insensibly but certainly moulded into conformity to the opinions, maxims, and feelings which 

are there expressed. Our own sentiments undergo a gradual change, and we are likened to those with 
which in this manner we are conversant: So it is in regard to the opinions and feelings which from any 
cause we are in the habit of bringing before our minds. It is the way by which men become corrupted in 
their sentiments and feelings in their contact with the world; it is the way in which amusements, and the 
company of the gay and the dissipated, possess so much power; it is the way in which the young and 
inexperienced are beguiled and ruined; and it is the way in which Christians dim the lustre of their piety, 
and obscure the brightness of their religion, by their contact with the gay and fashionable world. And it 
is on the same great principle that Paul says that, by contemplating the glory of God in the gospel, 
we become insensibly but certainly conformed to the same image, and made like the Redeemer.  

 
His image will be reflected on us. We shall imbibe his sentiments, catch his feelings, and be 

moulded into the image of his own purity. Such is the great and wise law of our nature; and it is on this 
principle, and by this means, that God designs we should be made pure on earth, and kept pure in heaven 
for ever.  
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From glory to glory. From one degree of glory to another. "The more we behold this brilliant 
and glorious light, the more do rove reflect back its rays; that is, the more we contemplate the 
great truths of the Christian religion, the more do our minds become imbued with its spirit."-
Bloomfield. This is said in contradistinction probably to Moses. The splendour on his face gradually 
died away. But not so with the light reflected from the gospel. It becomes deeper and brighter 
constantly. This sentiment is parallel to that expressed by the psalmist: "They go from strength to 
strength," Psalms 84:7; that is, they go from one degree of strength to another, or one degree of holiness 
to another, until they come to the full vision of God himself in heaven. The idea in the phrase before us 
is, that there is a continual increase of moral purity and holiness under the gospel, until it results in the 
perfect glory of heaven. The doctrine is, that Christians advance in piety; and that this is done by the 
contemplation of the glory of God as it is revealed in the gospel.  
 

As by the Spirit of the Lord. Marg.; "Of the Lord the Spirit." Greek, "As from the Lord the Spirit." 
So Beza, Locke, Wolf, Rosenmuller, and Doddridge render it. The idea is, that it is by the Lord Jesus 
Christ the spirit of the law, the spirit, referred to by Paul above, 2 Corinthians 3:6,17. It is done by the 
Holy Spirit procured or imparted by the Lord Jesus. This sentiment is in accordance with that which 
prevails everywhere in the Bible, that it is by the Holy Spirit alone that the heart is changed and purified. 
And the object of the statement here is, doubtless, to prevent the supposition that the change from "glory 
to glory" was produced in any sense by the mere contemplation of truth, or by any physical operation of 
such contemplation on the mind. It was by the Spirit of God alone that the heart was changed even under 
the gospel, and amidst the full blaze of its truth. Were it not for his agency, even the contemplation of 
the glorious truths of the gospel would be in vain, and would produce no saving effect on the human 
heart.  
 
Barnes' Notes on the New Testament. 
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2 Corinthians 3:18 

Notes for Verse 18 

Verse 18. But we all—Christians, as contrasted with the Jews who have a veil on their hearts, 
answering to Moses' veil on his face. He does not resume reference to ministers till 2Cor 4:1. 
  
with open face—Translate, "with unveiled face" (the veil being removed at conversion): contrasted with 
"hid" (2Cor 4:3). 
  
as in a glass—in a mirror, namely, the Gospel which reflects the glory of God and Christ (2Cor 4:4; 
1Cor 13:12; Jas 1:23, 25). 
  
are changed into the same image—namely, the image of Christ's glory, spiritually now (Rom 8:29; 
1John 3:3); an earnest of the bodily change hereafter (Php 3:21). However many they be, believers all 
reflect the same image of Christ more or less: a proof of the truth of Christianity. 
  
from glory to glory—from one degree of glory to another. As Moses' face caught a reflection of 
God's glory from being in His presence, so believers are changed into His image by beholding 
Him. 
  
even as, &c.—Just such a transformation "as" was to be expected from "the Lord the Spirit" (not as 
English Version, "the Spirit of the Lord") [ALFORD] (2Cor 3:17): "who receives of the things of Christ, 
and shows them to us" (John 16:14; Rom 8:10, 11). (Compare as to hereafter, Ps 17:15 Rev. 22:4). 
 
A Commentary: Critical, Experimental, and Practical on the Old and New Testaments. 
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2 Corinthians 3:18 

But we all, with open face—The Jews were not able to look on the face of Moses, the mediator of the 
old covenant, and therefore he was obliged to veil it; but all we Christians, with face uncovered, 
behold, as clearly as we can see our own natural face in a mirror, the glorious promises and 
privileges of the Gospel of Christ; and while we contemplate, we anticipate them by desire and hope, 
and apprehend them by faith, and are changed from the glory there represented to the enjoyment of the 
thing which is represented, even the glorious image—righteousness and true holiness—of the God of 
glory. 

As by the Spirit of the Lord—By the energy of that Spirit of Christ which gives life and being to all 
the promises of the Gospel; and thus we are made partakers of the Divine nature and escape all the 
corruptions that are in the world. This appears to me to be the general sense of this verse: its peculiar 
terms may be more particularly explained. 

The word κατοπτριζοµενοι, catoptrizomenoi, acting on the doctrine of catoptries, which we translate 
beholding in a glass, comes from κατα, against, and οπτοµαι, I look; and properly conveys the sense 
of looking into a mirror, or discerning by reflected light.  

Now as mirrors, among the Jews, Greeks, and Romans, were made of highly polished metal, (see the 
note on 1 Corinthians 13:12), it would often happen, especially in strong light, that the face would be 
greatly illuminated by this strongly reflected light; and to this circumstance the apostle seems here to 
allude. So, by earnestly contemplating the Gospel of Jesus, and believing on him who is its Author, 
the soul becomes illuminated with his Divine splendor, for this sacred mirror reflects back on the 
believing soul the image of Him whose perfections it exhibits; and thus we see the glorious form 
after which our minds are to be fashioned; and by believing and receiving the influence of his 
Spirit, µεταµορφουµεθα, our form is changed, την αυτην εικονα, into the same image, which we behold 
there; and this is the image of God, lost by our fall, and now recovered and restored by Jesus Christ: for 
the shining of the face of God upon us, i.e. approbation, through Christ, is the cause of our 
transformation into the Divine image. 

DR. WHITBY, in his notes on this chapters produces six instances in which the apostle shows the Gospel 
to be superior to the law; I shall transcribe them without farther illustration:— 

1. The glory appearing on mount Sinai made the people afraid of death, saying: Let not God speak to us 
any more, lest we die; Exodus 20:19; Deuteronomy 18:16; and thus they received the spirit of 
bondage to fear, Romans 8:15. Whilst we have given to us the spirit of power, and love, and of a 
sound mind, 2 Timothy 1:7; and the spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father! and to this 
difference the Epistle to the Hebrews alludes, Hebrews 12:18-24. 

2. Moses, with all his glory, was only the minister of the law, written on tables of stone; the apostles are 
ministers of the Gospel, written on the hearts of believers. Moses gave the Jews only the letter that 
killeth; the apostles gave the Gospel, which is accompanied with the spirit that gives life. 

3. The glory which Moses received at the giving of the law did more and more diminish, because his law 
was to vanish away; but the glory which is received from Christ is an increasing glory; the doctrine 
and the Divine influence remaining for ever. 
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4. The law was veiled under types and shadows; but the Gospel has scarcely any ceremonies; baptism 
and the Lord's Supper being all that can be properly called such: and BELIEVE, LOVE, OBEY, the 
great precepts of the Gospel, are delivered with the utmost perspicuity. And indeed the whole 
doctrine of Christ crucified is made as plain as human language can make it. 

5. The Jews only saw the shining of the face of Moses through a veil; but we behold the glory of the 
Gospel of Christ, in the person of Christ our Lawgiver, with open face. 

6. They saw it through a veil, which prevented the reflection or shining of it upon them; and so this 
glory shone only on the face of Moses, but not at all upon the people. Whereas the glory of God, 
in the face of Jesus Christ, shines as in a mirror which reflects the image upon Christian 
believers, so that they are transformed into the same image, deriving the glorious gifts and graces 
of the Spirit, with the Gospel, from Christ the Lord and Distributor of them, 1 Corinthians 12:5; 
and so, the glory which he had from the Father he has given to his genuine followers, John 
17:22. It is, therefore, rather with true Christians as it was with Moses himself, concerning whom 
God speaks thus: With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches; 
and the similitude of the Lord (την δοξαν Κυριου, the glory of the Lord) shall he behold; Numbers 
12:8. For as he saw the glory of God apparently, so we with open face behold the glory of the Lord: 
as he, by seeing of this glory, was changed into the same likeness, and his face shone, or was 
δεδοξασµενη, made glorious; so we, beholding the glory of the Lord in the face of Jesus Christ, 
2 Corinthians 4:6, are changed into the same glory. 

Thus we find that in every thing the Gospel has a decided superiority over the law and its institutions. 
 
Adam Clarke's Commentary. 

 
 
 
Numbers 6:24-26 (NKJV) 
"The LORD bless you and keep you;  25  The LORD make His face shine upon you, And be gracious to 
you;  26  The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, And give you peace." '   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	  


